How useful are high vaginal swabs in general practice? Results of a multicentre study.
Vulvovaginal symptoms are a common reason for consultation with a general practitioner (GP). High vaginal swabs (HVS) are used to investigate symptoms, but their usefulness is poorly evaluated and microbiological tests performed vary between laboratories. In this multicentre study of 797 women with genital symptoms attending GPs, diagnostic yield of HVS was poor except for Candida spp. (22%). There is an urgent need to establish the most cost-effective approach for the management of these women.